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(One trillion, seven hundred ninety- 
eight billion, five hundred thirty-three 
million). 

Twenty-five years ago, July 25, 1975, 
the Federal debt stood at 
$535,316,000,000 (Five hundred thirty- 
five billion, three hundred sixteen mil-
lion) which reflects a debt increase of 
more than $5 trillion— 
$5,135,401,940,248.21 (Five trillion, one 
hundred thirty-five billion, four hun-
dred one million, nine hundred forty 
thousand, two hundred forty-eight dol-
lars and twenty-one cents) during the 
past 25 years. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO WILLIAM T. YOUNG 

∑ Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
rise today to honor my good friend and 
fellow Kentuckian, Bill Young, in rec-
ognition of his service and dedication 
to the state of Kentucky. As Bill steps 
down from a few of his many leadership 
positions, I pay tribute to him for his 
lifelong commitment to this region. 

Born in Lexington, he has always fo-
cused on the state’s higher education. 
Bill’s many leadership positions, in-
cluding Transylvania University Board 
of Trustees member and chairman of 
the board of Shakertown, have guided 
the growth and success of Kentucky. 
As he is known for his single-minded 
determination to help the future suc-
cess of Kentuckians, he has left a leg-
acy behind that would prove he is one 
of the state’s greatest assets. 

No opportunity has been missed by 
Bill to continue Kentucky’s prosperity. 
Beginning with investments in peanut 
butter that is now better known as Jif, 
his business endeavors started success-
fully. With an interest in horses, he 
continued his success in the business 
world by becoming a prominent leader 
of thoroughbred racing. Over the years, 
he became a leading philanthropist by 
helping construct the YMCA located on 
Lexington’s High Street, Shakertown, 
and the University of Kentucky’s new 
William T. Young Library. He still con-
tinues other projects for the commu-
nity that are significant and meaning-
ful to him. 

Kentucky would not be what it is 
today without Bill’s leadership and 
guidance over the past years. Though 
Bill has stepped down for others to 
guide the future, Kentucky will feel 
the effects of his accomplishments for 
years to come. Thank you, Bill, for 
putting so much of yourself into this 
state to make it a better place for oth-
ers. Your hard work and successes are 
admired, and they will continue to im-
pact Kentucky for years to come. My 
colleagues join me in congratulating 
you on a job well done, and I wish you 
all the best for your future.∑ 

CELEBRATING THE 100TH BIRTH-
DAY OF COACH JEROME VAN 
METER 

∑ Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President, 
today I rise to celebrate the life and ac-
complishments of one of West Vir-
ginia’s most esteemed citizens, Coach 
Jerome Van Meter. On August 15th of 
this year, Coach Van Meter will cele-
brate his 100th birthday. A remarkable 
milestone for a truly remarkable man, 
Coach Van Meter’s birthday provides a 
special opportunity for all of West Vir-
ginia to join in thanking him for a life-
time of service to our state. 

With a career that has spanned a cen-
tury, there isn’t much that Coach Van 
Meter hasn’t accomplished. Known af-
fectionately as just Coach to his many 
students, he led the Beckley Flying Ea-
gles to three state championships in 
football, and six more in basketball. A 
member of the National High School 
Sports Hall of Fame, Coach was both a 
beloved teacher and principal and 
served on the faculty of Beckley Col-
lege. In addition to the numerous hon-
ors and awards he has received, Coach 
Van Meter holds the great distinction 
of being a surviving veteran of both 
World Wars. 

Today, however, the countless lives 
touched by Coach are his greatest leg-
acy. The lessons he taught on the bas-
ketball court and football field brought 
many victories, but the lessons of life 
he taught his players and students 
shaped their destinies in more profound 
ways. Dedication, hard work, compas-
sion and dignity are the touchstones of 
Coach Van Meter’s career, and his ex-
ample continues to inspire us. 

Thank you, Coach, for the invaluable 
contributions you have made to the 
families and communities of West Vir-
ginia. As you celebrate this very spe-
cial birthday, you have my deepest ad-
miration and gratitude.∑ 
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A GREAT LADY DEPARTS 

∑ Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, on July 
1, Mrs. Eusebia Ortiz Vera passed away 
in North Carolina. Born in 1912, she ar-
rived in the United States from Cuba, 
appropriately, on the Fourth of July, 
1954, poor and with young children to 
support. 

In America, she promptly seized the 
opportunity to build a new life, as all 
immigrants to the U.S. hope they can 
do. Eusebia worked very hard to ensure 
that her children prospered. She made 
certain, above all, that all of them re-
ceived good educations. 

And those children who came to the 
United States did prosper, and become 
good citizens of the United States, 
going on to be a U.S. Ambassador to 
Honduras, a high school teacher, and a 
professor at the University of North 
Carolina. 

Among her grandchildren, Mr. Presi-
dent, are two U.S. naval officers, a 
medical student studying to be a Navy 

doctor, two lawyers and an elementary 
school principal—college graduates all. 
Each of them is a testament to a good 
life. 

When I read about her in The Char-
lotte Observer, I felt a sense of pride in 
her story. It is not merely a testimony 
to her own character, discipline and 
strength. No, it is also a reflection of 
what America is all about for so 
many—a land of opportunity and of 
hope. 

Mr. President, I ask that the July 3 
article published by The Charlotte Ob-
server be printed in the RECORD at the 
conclusion of my remarks. 

The article follows: 
[From the Charlotte Observer, July 3, 2000] 

FOR IMMIGRANT, JULY 4 WAS SPECIAL— 
WOMAN FROM CUBA ACHIEVED HER DREAM 

(By Christopher Windham) 
Eusebia Ortiz Vera of Charlotte came from 

Cuba on July 4, 1954, in search of the Amer-
ican dream. 

Like millions of immigrants who arrived 
before her, she was poor, but optimistic 
about the future. She had only one wish: for 
her children to become educated and success-
ful Americans. 

When Vera, 87, died of natural causes Fri-
day—just days before Independence Day and 
the anniversary of her arrival in this coun-
try—it marked an end of a life that some say 
epitomized American patriotism. 

‘‘She was the original liberated woman,’’ 
said Vera’s daughter Miriam Leiva, after 
Vera’s burial Sunday. ‘‘She really wanted a 
better life for herself and her children.’’ 

And Vera did attain that American dream. 
Born in Ponce, Puerto Rico, in 1912, Vera 

moved to Cuba with her father and six sib-
lings when she was just 4 months old. Her 
mother had died moments after she was 
born. Vera married a Cuban schoolteacher at 
22. She was a housewife during her years in 
Cuba. The marriage that brought Vera three 
children ended in 1952. 

After the divorce, Vera was determined to 
give her children a better life than she had, 
family members said. 

Vera decided to move the family to Amer-
ica, where she hoped her children would have 
greater opportunities. Leiva, 59, was 13 when 
her mother told her—at a moment’s notice— 
to pack a suitcase of her belongings. 

Leiva said she boarded a plane along with 
her mother, brother and two aunts en route 
to Miami. Her sister, Beatriz Manduley, 17 at 
the time, stayed in Cuba because she was 
married. 

‘‘We came to America for the same reasons 
as all immigrants, to better our family,’’ 
said Leiva, a consulting professor at UNC 
Charlotte. 

The family could not speak English when 
they arrived, family members said. 

‘‘It was hard,’’ Leiva said. ‘‘The most dif-
ficult part was all things we didn’t under-
stand.’’ She said her mother did not learn 
the language until 10 years later when she 
took English classes at a local high school. 

The entire family shared a tiny one-room 
apartment, Leiva said. To make ends meet, 
Vera took a job as seamstress in the garment 
district of Miami. She never made more than 
75 cents an hour, family members said. 

Despite the limited income and food, Vera 
still strived for her children to be successful. 

‘‘From the moment we came to the United 
States, she told us we were going to suc-
ceed,’’ said Frank Almaguer, Vera’s son. 
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